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ution. But adult sports are -
competitive and skill-based.
 However kindly and patient the -
instructors, many children dread
“ their failure to catch, or run fast, or
kick straight; They know they will be
- last to, be picked for a team. And . -
- some dread the looks of pity or con-.
“*." tempt when they appear in shorts.
They will do what they are forced to,
and escape as-quickly as they can.
By contrast, the play children
undertake voluntarily is collaborative
far more than competitive. Part of
the folklore of childhood that
stretches back beyond mermory, it
allows for different levels of skdll,
" and adapts the rules of a game to
suit the participants.. -

In a school in Brisbane some
years ago, the boys played a game
they called “non-stop cricket”. The
players, using.a rubbish tin for :
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lished reality is universal.”

Thus wrote the Russian poet Kornel

Chukovsky in the 1920s— and he
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